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Know your terminal. Metro 
now has two terminals: 


The Downtown Development Authority were ambivalent about the plan, even though it ers such as party stores. Applicants must have 
sought — and received — the support of the could increase the number of liquor licenses i in capacity in their buildings for at least 50 per- 
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+ Pompei ape ed District will create new li l 
| oan officials offer | guor cen SES 
| holiday tips | 3 
The Wayne County Airport | Molly Tippen _ she said. “This is one way we can try to get peo- . increased revenues, foot traffic, and revitaliza- 
| Authority asks that those flying | Staff Writer ple to open a business in the city that aren't _ tion that restaurants and taverns provide. 
| for the holiday season remem- | here.” The law mandates that liquor license appli- 
| ber some important tips, | To lure new business into downtown Though the five members of council who  cants own a business that is engaged in dining, 
| including: Romulus, the community is turning to spirits. attended the study session had questions, few entertainment or recreation — cutting out retail- 


McNamara and North. A free Romulus City Council Monday night to create a the city, sons, and remain open to the public for at least 

shuttle connects the two termi- | redevelopment district that would allow “Ultimately I think this could be a good 10 hours, five days per week. 

nals, as well as the Westin | restaurant and tavern owners who wish to thing,” said Councilman William Crova. “It’s Significant reinvestment is also a require- 
_ hotel, but it’s best to know | redevelop a vacant building to apply for the another way we can get more businesses into ment. Private and public investment must 
| which terminal your airline |} liquor license for $20,000—a reduction from the downtown.” equal at least $200,000 for the preceding five 
serves before arriving at the $100,000 to $200,000 cost for an on-premises Publie Act 501 of 2006 allows municipalities years for an applicant to be eligible for the low- 
| airport license. to apply to the Liquor Control Commission to cost license. 


Use the Cell Phone Lots. Maria Lambert, the director of the authority, create the redevelopment district, but as a The redevelopment districts must also be 

Take advantage of the airport called the redevelopment district another tool _ requirement, communities must show there is located in a designated Downtown 

cell phone waiting lots when |. to attempt to lure more business into the strug- support for such a plan by providing a majority Development or Tax Increment Financing 

picking up passengers. These | gling downtown. resolution to create the district. Authority district. 

free lots provide a convenient “We have had at least one business owner The law was enacted to lielp local cities and 

place close to the terminals for | express interest in the reduced-cost license,’ townships create new opportunities for See License, page 4 
| 
| 
| 
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pees ie 7 buildings 
will be 
demolished 


tact their ride from their cell 
phone after they have claimed 
their bags and are ready for 
pick-up at the curb. Maps for 
both cell phone waiting areas | 
can be found under the “Maps_ | 
& Directions” section of the | 
airport website, www.metroair- 








port.com. Molly Tippen 
Keep moving at the curb. | Staff Writer 

Motorists are not allowed to | 

idle at terminal curb fronts or | What is likely to be the final list 


along airport roadways. | 
Terminal curb fronts are | 
reserved for active loading and | 
unloading of passengers only. 
Also, unattended vehicles at | 
the curb—even if left for just a_ | 
moment—are strictly prohibit- 
ed and may be ticketed and | 
towed. 

Parking. Metro offers both 
long and short-term parking in 
covered parking decks 
attached to each terminal. | Santa’s here 
Additionally, economy parking | ; 
in the Yellow Lot is connected | The annual Tree Lighting 


| Ceremony took place Friday 
bojpountermunalsbyshutlle, | joo withiavor Alan, Uamberulight! 
Arrive extra early. With 


ing the official city Christmas 


of demolitions proposed to city 
council members was approved 
Monday night during a public 
hearing in Romulus. 

City officials opted not to dis- 
pute Building Manager Robert 
McCriaght’s recommendation that 
seven uninhabitable commercial 
and residential structures be 
demolished because of safety 
issues, and a lack of feedback from 
property owners. 

“This year, we’ve torn down 
about 24 buildings in the city,’ he 
said. 

“Often times, the property own- 
ers agree to bring the buildings up 





parking lots, roadways and ter- | tree at Romulus Historical Park. to code, but when they don’t, we 
minals expected to be busier | During the ceremony, officials don't really have a choice but to 
than usual during the holiday | and residents also welcomed tear them down.” 

travel periods, customers | Santa Claus and provided him The addresses of the building 
should allow extra time for with a key to the city. The his- that will face the wrecking ball 


toric Kingsley House was open 
and passenger screening. to guests, and Santa jotted 
Domestic departures: Plan down Christmas wishes of 


| include 29535 Ecorse Road, 10301 
to arrive at the airport at least | many children in attendance. 


Miriam and 35963 Herman - all of 
which are residential homes with 
extensive fire damage — 29057 


parking, check-in/bag check 


Above, Robert Rhinehart visits 


90 minutes prior to your sched- : Hildebrandt, 10216 Loraine and 
i with Santa, along with Tyler ; 
uled departure time. | Foster, right, who was out and 29064 Lorman — each of which are 
eed cout, about with dad Joe Mabelitini. ie ea eee ie 
an to arrive at the airport at | served as U.S. Army barracks a 
least 2 hours prior to your | one time. 
scheduled departure time. Of the property owners invited 


Check-in online. Most air- | 
lines offer their passengers the | 
ability to check-in, pre-pay lug- | 
gage fees, and even select a 
seat for their flight via the air- | 
line Website within 24-hours of | 
departure. Check-in online to 

| 


to plead their case at the hearing, 
only the owners of the 
Hildebrandt location took part in 
the meeting. 

The owner — who did not pro- 
vide his name for the record — said 


/ 5 he was unable to keep an earlier 
rout May Seek mayors sno promise tothe city to rehabilitate 


) 

| 

| 

| 

| the building because asbestos 
| removal proved to be more com- 
| 

| 





save valuable time at the air- 
port. 
Keep your boarding pass 














and ID handy. Only passengers Nee King a9 plicated than he expected. The . 
with a same-day boarding pass ait Writer Dae owner did not dispute the intent of 
willbe allowed foe With the economy the way itis, we have the city to\demolish the structure. 
Transportation Security A council member is considering to find a way to reduce taxes on the people. The owner of the home on 
Administration (TSA) passen- | seeking the top city job next year | Herman gave the Romulus Fire 
ger screening checkpoints. | Harry Crout, who was elected to Harry Crout ; Department authorization to use 
Passengers 18 years of age and | the city council for the first time | the home for training drills before — 





older should be prepared to | three years ago, said he is debating it is demolished, McCraight said. 





present a valid photo ID (such a run for the mayor’s office, and being misspent should go back to Crout — if he runs — would be the Demolishing buildings can be a 
as a driver’s license or pass- | said he will make a final announce- the general fund, and back to the — second official to announce a can- long process for the city. Property 
port) at the checkpoints and ment regarding a candidacy by taxpayers. If I run, I will never for- didacy for mayor. The current owners have 20 days after the 
ticket counters. Special. January. get that I work for the people,’ he mayor, Alan Lambert, announced council resolves to remove an 
arrangements for passenger | “If I do run, it will be for change - said. he would seek a third, four-year __ unsightly building to get an injunc- 
assistance can be made | in this community,” said Crout. “We Taxes would figure prominently term. tion against the city, prohibiting 
through your airline—contact | need to do things differently - in any candidacy, said Crout. Lambert said he’s in good shape ‘ demolition until a judge can issue 
your carrier directly for more | there’s too,.much money being “T hear all of the time that taxes fora third candidacy. a ruling. 
information. | spent at the top, and we need to. are too high here,” he said. “With “IT believe people are happy with McCraight said its seldom the 
| work harder to attract new kinds of the economy the way it is, we have __ the way things are going here,’ he city has to go to court. 
| business to the community. to find a way to reduce taxes on the 


— “The money that is currently peep le See Election, page 4 See er uaee: page a 
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Van Buren Economic Development Director resigns 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Bryce Kelley, the director of 
planning and economic develop- 
ment for Van Buren Township, has 
resigned to move on to new oppor- 
tunities. 

“Americans are raised to be 
individuals that are measured by 
what we do as individuals and the 
measurement of the leadership of 
you (township officials) is obvious 


and can be demonstrated,” said 


Kelley. “Doors were opened and so 
I’m resigning.” 

Kelley announced his resigna- 
tion at the regular meeting of the 
board last week. His last day on 
the job was Novy. 19. Dan Swallow, 
the deputy director of planning 
and economic development, will 









Former Clerk Joannie Payne swears in the new members of police and fire: David Champagne and Chris Hull. 


Township welcomes new officers 


Van Buren Township recently 
hired two new employees—David 
Champagne and Chris Hull—to 
join the Van Buren Township 
Public Safety Department. 
Champagne was hired as a full 


time police officer. He has been _. 
employed in the township as a 
paid-on-call firefighter since 2002. _ 


He is also a certified emergency 
medical technician and a member 
of the training staff for new fire- 


fighters. 


Champagne was previously ° 


employed as a quality supervisor at 
Steel Technologies in Canton 


continue in his role. 

“Tt’s a good time to leave with 
the board transition and there’s a 
lot of opportunities out there I 
want to chase,” he said. “I’m not at 
the point where I can say where 
I’m going.” 

Kelley thanked the community 
and staff of Van Buren Township. 

‘T first came here in February 
1996,” he said. “The department of 
development is excellent and has 
been with me so I thank you. 
Others have been a function of 
strength of leadership and it’s 
been easy to work for all of you. 

“Every one of you is my rela- 
tive,” he added. “I’ve easily con- 
nected and been able to talk with 
the Van Buren community, like 
family, so thank you for that, too. 
I’m also going to be a grandparent 
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Township. He graduated number 
11 out of 34 recruits for the Wayne 
County Regional Police Academy. 
In addition, Champagne received 
the ‘Top Driver’ award in defensive 
driving class. 

Hull was hired as a paid-on-call 
firefighter. He is a graduate of the 


fire technology program at 
Schoolcraft College, where he has 


been certified in the firefighter 1 
and 2 programs. He currently 
works part time as a physical train- 
ing instructor at the Fire Academy. 
Hull is a veteran of the U.S. 
Army, served in Germany and was 


CITY OF ROMULUS 


Public Hearing and Proposed Program Statement H 


NOTICE OF 


For the FY 2009/2010 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 


(CDBG) PROGRAM 


Pursuant to federal guidelines, the City of Romulus is scheduling a Public Hearing on 
December 22, 2008 for the purpose of receiving comments or suggestions 
regarding projects for the fiscal year 2009/2010 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT | 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) Program. The CITY OF ROMULUS expects to receive an 
estimated $240,000 plus an additional $30,000 for Housing Rehabilitation. | 

The primary objectives of the Federal HUD CDBG program are to assist low to 


Monday, 





moderate income families directly or to provide benefits in areas where 51% of the resi- 
dents are low to moderate income, such as replacing the urban infrastructure of streets, 
improve recreational facilities and programs and assist in meeting special needs of the eld- 


erly and physically disabled. 


The following projects, subject to the Public Hearing Process, have been proposed 
and will meet HUD objectives by benefiting low and moderate-income families, preserv- 


ing deteriorating housing stock and enhancing parks and public facilities. 
2009 Proposed Projects 


ACTIVITY/Location: 





Senior Services - Citywide 
36525 Bibbins 


Estimated From 


CDBG ALLOCATION: * Program Income: 


Chore/minor home repair services, 


Transportation, education, 
Recreation & staffing 


Senior Minor Home Repair- Citywide 


36525 Bibbins 
minor home repair services, 


Senior Center - Partial Bond Payment 


36525 Bibbins, Romulus, MI 48174 


$33,125 

$1,875 

$205,000 *$35,400 
| $240,400 


Year six of a ten year pre-commitment 

of the City of Romulus CDBG allocation 

to pay for the $3.4 mil bonded construction. 

CDBG funds were pre-committed until 2013 

(with an estimated reduced allocation of 5% annually) 


Administration (10%) 


Housing Rehabilitation 


TOTAL ESTIMATED Allocation: 


$0 
$240,000.00 
30,000.00 

$270,000.00 


$226 


so that’s exciting.” 

Other departing board mem- 
bers also said goodbye during 
their last meeting serving on the 
township board. Lianne Clair said 
it’s been a rewarding learning 
experience, while Joannie Payne 
thanked the community for letting 
her serve for the past 25 years. 

“It’s a team effort; we all work 
together,’ said Former Supervisor 
Cindy King. “These folks all real- 
ize they’re here for the greater 
good and they have regard and 
respect for their work. 

“Tf | was going to an organiza- 
tion where I was told I could hire a 
dozen people, I’d hire all of you 
(directors), she added with tears 
in her eyes. “It’s been a privilege to 
work with the board and I don’t 
think many people get to work 


promoted to the rank of sergeant 
while serving as an assistant team 
leader in the airborne unit. Hull 
was also a member of the long- 
range surveillance and reconnais- 
sance unit for three deployments to 
Bosnia. He also served in Albania 
during the Kosovo war. 

‘Y Hull has received training in 
rescue, extrication, survival and 
leadership and, was awarded five 
Army medals, a 

commemoration {see 
medal and a 


good conduct Roa ‘ 


medal. Felt 











5 


*$35,400 


*In addition, the city anticipates receiving approximately $35,400 in Program Income 


received through repayment of housing rehabilitation liens, to be used for additional sen- 


received. 


The City of Romulus will also apply for $30;000 to continue the housing rehabilita- 


tion program, as indicated above. 


x All interested parties, organizations, agencies or individuals are invited to submit a 
Request for Funding ” or comment on the Proposed Projects at, or prior to, the Public 
Hearing. For further information, contact the Economic Development Department, City of 


Romulus, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174. 


Publish: November 26, 2008 
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lor center bond payment and emergency housing rehabilitations if additional funds are 
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grandma (Sharry Budd) and your 


best friend ( Joannie Payne). It . 


doesn’t happen all the time. We're 
all here for the community and I 
wish all the new members well in 
this endeavor because it’s about 
service to the community and 
tough choices.” 

Officials also had the first pub- 
lic hearing on the proposed 2009 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds. About $135,00 
is estimated to go toward: the sen- 
ior director wages, the transporta- 
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Pi. 


A custom cut USDA Choice steak, 


wrapped in bacon and finished 
with a Port Wine Reduction, 
accompanied by our 
garlic smashed 

red skin potatoes and, 
steamed asparagus. 


VER 
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tion coordinator, a senior center 
administrative intern, a telephone 
reassurance staff person, office 
area additions for senior services, 
the ‘Takin it to the Streets’ parks 
and recreation program, youth 
instructions and activities, the 
physical fitness area _ for 
youth/closet rebuilding, demoli- 
tion and planning and administra- 
tion. 

Township trustees. also 
approved a new identity theft pre- 
vention policy and the extension of 
winter tax collections until Feb. 28. 
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that captures both 


formal & journalistic images. 


Book your 2009 wedding by a 
12.31.08 & receive 10% off 
wedding package and free 


leather engagement album. 4 
Michael Reynolds Photography 
1 DA-29A-9D9 


www.michaelreynoldsphotography.com 


Direct Cremation 


NO HIDDEN FEE’S 


Includes visitation, funeral, and simple casket 





-Sensible affordabily. - Pre-need Insurance. 

-New comfortable faculity with 3 Lounges -2 

for the Kids, 

-Live world wide webcasting. 

-~Memorial tribute movie with every service. 
Risko Ferguson Family 

Funeral Home & Cremation Services 


2401 S. WAYNE RD. WESTLAND 


apa ser) ri 


-KEVIN B. FERGUSON MANAGER/OWNER 


www.riskoferguson.com 
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500 Forest Ave. > Plymouth 


Convenient Parking behind Forest off of Harvey St. 


(734) 414-6400 


HOURS: Mon.-Tues.-Weds. 11-9 
Thur. 11-10 © Fri.& Sat. 11-11 ¢ Sun. 12-8 
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Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Michael Scott Bush, 25, of 


Sumpter Township, has been 
charged with felony murder and 
arson in the death of Frances 
Cothern of Van Buren Township. 

Scott was arraigned last week 
and is being held without bail in 
the Wayne County Jail until his 
Dec. 3 court date. 

According to Van Buren 
Township police, the fire on Bemis 
Road was linked to several events, 
including break-ins, burglaries 
and drugs around the township, 


Oath of office 


New members of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees 
were sworn into office recently 
by Chief Judge Tina Brooks 
Green of the 34th District Court 
in Romulus, including: Deputy 
Clerk Esther Hurst, Trustee Bill 
Hamm, Trustee Linda Kennedy, 
Clerk Clarence Hoffman Jr., 
Supervisor Johnny Vawters, 
Treasurer John Morgan, 
Trustee Peggy Morgan, Trustee 
Alan Bates, Deputy Treasurer 
Karen Armatis and Deputy 
Supervisor Craig Moody. 





Meghan Chatham 
Staff Writer 


On Dec. 14, professional wrestlers 
will showease their skills in 
Westland to help bring smiles to the 
facesofchildren. — 

Sponsored by Wolverine Pro 
Wrestling, the event will feature a 
variety of wrestlers who are volun- 
teering their services for the event 
including World Wrestling 
Entertainment (WWE) performer 
and Livonia native Zach Gowen, 
‘Doink the Clown’, Jeff Brooks, 
‘Nacho Libre’, Jeff King, and 
‘Ringside Revue’. Individuals in 
attendance will be asked to donate 
one or more gifts to Toys for Tots in 
order to generate the toys necessary 
to help the children of Michigan mil- 
itary families have a brighter holiday 
season. 

According to Lee Tracy, owner of 
Wolverine Pro Wrestling, the match 
was a natural fit for the group. 


Held hack 


Early 5 school program postponed 


which eventually led to the death 
of Cothern. 

“T think the intent was to get 
cash and drugs,” said Capt. Greg 
Laurain of the Van Buren 
Township Public Safety 
Department. 

About an hour before the fire 
started, police received a call 
about a suspicious person in the 
area. The resident said the person 
wanted to come inside their house 
to use the phone. He (the suspect) 
kept insisting he wanted to come 
in, Laurain said, because he told 
the resident he ran out of gas in 
his car. However, once police 


World wrestlers to visit area 








lt’s all very family-friendly. 


. My own kids will be there. 


Lee Tracy 





“We appreciate everything the 
soldiers here in Michigan have done 
for us and our children,” he said. 
‘We're just trying to brighten the hol- 
idays for kids whose holidays might 
not be very bright.” 

He encouraged all residents to 
stop by and check out the action. 

“It’s a great family atmosphere,’ 
he said. “Some parents are kind of 
offish about professional wrestling 
because of what they see on televi- 
sion. We don't get into that. It’s all 
very family-friendly. My own kids 
will be there.” 

After the matches are completed, 


arrived, there was no broken down 
vehicle, officials said. 

“By the time police got there, 
the man was gone,” said Laurain. 

At about 8:30 that same night, a 
call from a neighbor came in about 
the house fire, along with a third 
call about a barricaded gunman in 
a trailer park, according to reports. 

“We were told that the suspect 
told the residents that he had just 
robbed a woman on Bemis Road 
and set the house on fire,’ Laurain 
said. “The residents called the 
police and said the suspect was 
still in the home walking around 
with a long gun.” 








all of the toys collected will be given 
to a representative of the United 
States Marine Corps recruiting office 
in Westland, who will transport them 
to Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
near Mount Clemens. From there, 
the toys will be distributed to qualify- 
ing area military families this holi- 
day season as part of the Toys for 
Tots program. 

Tickets for the event will be avail- 
able at the door. Admission for 
adults is $10 plus a toy while admis- 
sion for children age 13 or younger is 
$5 plus a toy.. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with bell 
time at 6 p.m. Skateland West is 
located at 37550 Cherry Hill Road, 
just west of Newburgh Road in 
Westland. The event is offered in 
conjunction with the Fallen and 
Wounded Soldiers of Michigan Fund 
and Toys for Tots. 

For more information, visit the 
web site www.myspace.com/wolver- 
ineprowrestling. 
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The Special Weapons and 
Tactical Team (SWAT) was called 
in and the suspect was arrested. 

Officials also found the long gun 
inside the home, along with 
money, missing jewelry and a pre- 
scription pill bottle, Laurain said. 

“The name (Cothern’s) and 
address on the bottle came back to 
the house on fire on Bemis Road,” 
he said. “The gun recovered and 
found appears to be stolen from a 
breaking and entering in Sumpter, 
as well.’ 

Cothern, 89, was deceased by 
the time fire officials arrived on 
the scene, according to reports. 
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Suspect arrested in elderly 





Michel Scott Bush 


CANTON CINEMA 


Ticket Kiosk & Tickets Online 
www.GQTl.com 


p UALITY | 734-844-3456] 
T EATERS | Milo Weel oF IKEA 


DETROIT’S BEST 






Goodrich 




















MOVIE DEAL 


ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL STADIUM SEATING 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 


$4 to°4.50 
ALL SEATS 


EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 


_ Free drink rofiills & 25¢ corn refills 


available at the box office 





ee) Now thru Jan. 4 
Y bonus $1.00 concession coupon 
for every $10.00 in gift cards 


















SHOWTIMES 11/28-12/4 €© No passes 


1 & FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG-13) 
11:20, 1:25, 3:30, 5:35, 7:40. 9:45 
a FRI/SAT LS 11:50 

f € AUSTRALIA (PG-13) 11:35, 3:00, 6:25, 9:50 

€ TWILIGHT (PG-13) 11:00, 1:00, 1:40, 3:40, 4:20, 
6:20, 7:00, 9:00, 9:40 FRI/SAT LS 11:40 

€> BOLT (PG) 11:30, 1:45, 4:00, 6:30, 8:45 

© BOLT DISNEY DIGITAL 30 (PG) 

12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:25 

a FRI/SAT LS 11:35 

a MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA (PG) 

FRI-TUE, TH 11:05, 1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:30 

a FRIVSAT LS 11:35 

BVWED 11:05, 1:10, 3:15 

ROLE MODELS (R) FRISAT LS 11:00 





With discounts for good drivers, multiple 
vehicles and combining home and auto policies, 
a great auto rate is closer than you think. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® 


CALL MY OFFICE FOR A QUOTE 24/7. 


Kevin Hatmaker, Agent 
38536 Michigan Avenue 
Wayne, MI 48184 

Bus: 734-641-2886 
www. kevinhatmaker.com 


“Discounts may vary from state to Stale. 
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL 
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| Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


_ Van Buren School District offiicals have 
decided to postpone the start of the Early 
Fives program. 

Members of the board of education voted 
recently to table the early kindergarten pro- 
gram for more study and discussion. The 
motion to table was approved by a 4 to 3 vote 
Johnston voting dissenting. ; 
the Van Buren Public’ | 


with Trustees Bob Binert, 

Ralph Nodwell and Keith ave 
Peggy Voigt, elementary yj 

curriculum supervisor for — ne 

ee 

School District, requested — 









beak We need to really think 
bout. it and, we haven't — 





not comfortable with this,’ she said. 

Superintendent Larry Tabor said the 
program is an opportunity for some parents 
who feel their children aren't ready for the 
kindergarten program. Perhaps the district 
should be looking at a minimum, he said, 
but if theyre looking at providing a service 
then maybe it’s also an opportunity to bring 
in some revenue. 

“If that were true, then why did we just 
go through staff cuts and 
program cuts,” said Peer. 
“The education may be a 
good idea, but over the 
next few months we’re 
going to be making deci- 
sions that aren't ‘educa- 





i _ really heard the benetisn, *. 
the program start in| tion’ ones, like we've 
January pending the regis- | oa it ie pean: already done.” 
tration of the required Hunt said she felt it was 
number of students. Ifthe best to table the decision. 
required number was not e “Tor Hunt “We need to really think 
reached, registrations pee ee . about it and, we haven't 
could be accepted forthe | really heard the benefits of 
fall 2009 semester. it (the program), she said. 


Voigt estimated it would take about 24 
students to cover expenses. 

Board President Dave Peer said, “If the 
district picks up children they don't already 
have than that’s more revenue to the 
schools.” Trustee Martha Toth said, as a par- 
ent, she would want a half-time program. 

“T fear that a lot of time and effort will be 
put in this and then we don’t get anyone for 
it,’ she said. 

Trustee Toni Hunt agreed. 

“T worry we’re not providing services to 
those kids, we’re getting revenue, we 
shouldn’t be looking at this as dollars. ’m 


‘Why did we eliminate it in the first place? 
How are we going to recess it? We need to 
look at the data because it’s not just about 
dollars and cents, it’s about a quality pro- 
gram. This would give us more time to eval- 
uate and I’m not comfortable doing this 
(program) in January.” 

Surrounding school districts, like Huron 
and the Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools, currently have an early fives pro- 
gram. 

“T worry we would be creating a liability 
for us now because I’m not sure we can pre- 
dict that outcome,” said Toth. 


From all of us at the Western 
Wayne Family Health Center, 
our best wishes for a healthy, 
happy and safe Thanksgiving 
holiday! 
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The Western Wayne Family Health Center invites you to visit our professional, 
high quality health center for competent, caring healthcare service including: 


e OB/GYN and Family Planning ¢ Adult, Geriatric, and Pediatric Care 
e Prescription Drug Discount Program ¢ Flu Immunizations 
e Patient Education and Healthy Life Coaching 
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on the liability.” 
County cutbacks 

The Wayne County Department 
of Public Services recently con- 
ducted two community meetings to 
address changes in how it conducts 
snow removal. Several local public 
works directors attended the meet- 
ing. 

James A. Jackson, the director of 
Wayne County Department of 
Public Services, said county roads 
—~ Merriman, Inkster, Middlebelt, 
Van Born, Hannan, Ecorse and part 
of Goddard in Romulus — may take 
longer to open up in a snow event 
because of less funding for sup- 
plies, and layoffs due to budget con- 
straints. 

‘We have not been in a position 
to purchase any new equipment, 
and as a result our fleet (of winter 
maintenance vehicles) will reduce 
from 155 units available last season 
to somewhere near 140 units this 
year,’ he said in a statement. 

“We have had to reduce our 
plow and salting routes from 133 


of evenis 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Changes in road services slated 
by the Wayne County Department 
of Public Services have some resi- 
dents and officials questioning 
whether local and county roads 
will be passable for Romulus resi- 
dents in the event of heavier-than- 
expected snowfall. 

The short answer is yes, said 
Tom Wilson, the supervisor of the 
Romulus Department of Public 
- Works. 

“We have a plan that will ensure 
the roads are taken care of, and my 
staff and the DPS workers have 
really embraced it,” he said. 

Wilson said he can’t plow county 
roads — even it if may take longer 
for the county department to plow 
and salt those roadways. 

“The county is responsible for 
those roads, and I can’t — nor am I 
expected — to take those on,” he 
said. “We’re not allowed to salt 
their roads because we can’t take 


Calendar 


Goodfellows seeking applicants 
The Romulus Goodfellows are accepting applications for the 
‘No Child Without A Chrsitmas” campaign through Dec. 9. 

Applications are available for Romulus residents only at 
Romulus City Hall, 11111 Wayne Road or Romulus Fire Station #4, 
98777 Eureka Road during the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., and 
Romulus Senior Citizens at 36525 Bibbins. 

To find out more about qualifying for the program, call (734)955- 
4577. 


Fall book club announced : 
The Second Monday Book Club will continue book discussions 
throughout the winter months. 

The book elub meets from 7 until 8:15 p.m. the second Monday of 
each month to discuss various books at the library. 

Selections include: Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy, which will 
be discussed Dec. 8; American Detective: An Amos Walker Mystery by 
Loren D.Estleman, which will be discussed Jan. 12; Ladies of Liberty 
by Cokie Roberts, which will be discussed Feb. 9; Thief of Souls by 
Ann Benson, which will be discussed March 9 and Anatomy of a 
Murder by Robert Traver, which will be discussed April 13. 

Book discussions are free and open to all age ue and up. Readers 
“fF need not register in advance. 

-__ The library will have copies of the books, or weil assist partic: 
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The Romulus Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road, next door 
to the Romulus City Hall facility. 
For more information, call the library at (734) 941-3575. 


Flu shots offered 

Sav-On Drug stores throughout metro Detroit will have flu clin- 

ies during December. Flu shots are $25 this year, and pneumonia 
shots will be offered for $35. 

Payment options include cash, check and credit card, as well 

_ Medicare and medical insurances. 

The clinics are open to the public for people 14 and older. For a 
weekly listing of flu clinics, visit flushotealendarcom or call 1-877- 
SAV ON 2 U (877-728-6628.) 

Clinies are scheduled at the Sav-On Family Pharmacy at 36567 
Goddard Road. 

For more information, eall (734) 941-0755. 
















— Events are compiled by Staff Writer Molly Tippen. 


cost of the liquor licenses, may 
lure more entrepreneurs. 

The downtown area has taken 
some hits during the past few 
years. The Secretary of State 
office closed, which reduced foot 
traffic significantly, said 
Councilman William Wadsworth. 

Also, there is only establish- 
ment in the downtown area — the 
Landing Strip — that serves alco- 
hol. 

“If this is something that they 
feel may increase their chances of 
succeeding, we should try it,” 
Crova said. “I’m sure that a lot of 
us remember when there’s was 
more down there, like a movie 
theater” 

Lambert said she has high 
hopes for the new district, even in 
the face of a difficult economy. 

“Many downtowns that are 
busier than ours are having diffi- 
culty, even though we tend to think 
it’s just ours,” she said. 

“A lot of effort goes into attract- 
ing business into downtown,” 
Lambert added. “This will be one 
more thing we can offer.”’ 


License 


FROM PAGE 1 


If a business fails, licenses must 
be transferred within the district. 

Local officials would retain 
control of granting licenses, and 
the current city processes would 
remain intact. 

“Applicants would still have to 
seek approval from the council, so 
there’s not much that will be given 
up,’ Lambert said. 

One thought that did occur to 
authority members and city offi- 
cials is whether the move could 
attract unwanted adult entertain- 
ment establishments. 

Crova said that is unlikely. 

“Adult establishments have to 
seek a dancing license, which is 
different,’ he said, adding that its 
unlikely the council would want to 
grant a dance license under any 
circumstances. 

The overall economy has been 
a brutal one on taverns and 
restaurants, but officials feel that 
the more freedom — and the low 


Buildings 


FROM PAGE 1 





doned home so his daughter could 
live there,” he said. 

Residents typically don’t incur 
demolition costs, which are billed 
to the property owner If the bill is 
unpaid, its added to the property 
owner’s tax assessment. 

The building department will 
now prepare bid specifications to 
hire a vendor to demolish the 
structures. 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journalgroup.com 





“We had to go to court one or 
two times last year,” he said. 

On the upside, residents seem 
to be more willing to fix unloved 
structures. 


“IT had one guy fix up an aban- 


pants in obtaining an interlibrary loan copy. ks 
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Bad weather plans for city, county in place 





We have had to reduce our plow and salting 
routes from 133 routes last year - and in years 
past to 99 routes this season. 


James A. Jackson 


aaa 


routes last year - and in years past 
to 99 routes this season,” Jackson 
said. “And as a result it will take 
longer to clear each route just 
based on the fact that the route 
sizes have increased.’ 

The state economy has exacted 
a toll on the county roads division, 
which is responsible for maintain- 
ing most of the heavily traveled, 
main roads in western Wayne 
County. 

Last year, heavy winters and 
increases in costs associated with 
overtime and material costs forced 
31 personnel layoffs. During the 
past four years, the roads division 


alone lost 200 full-time and 200 sea- 
sonal staff members as well, 
according to numbers provided by 
the county. 

The new county strategy moves 
away from the traditional salt-and- 
melt method used previously. 
Whereas previously the depart- 
ment would salt until snow and ice 
melted, a ‘plow and salt” strategy 
means the roads will be completely 
plowed, and then salted. This 
allows the county to save on the 
cost of salt, but is more time-con- 
suming. 

City has a plan 
Wilson said the city would use a 
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different strategy that proved to be 
beneficial last year. 

‘We will use brine on the roads 
to pre-wet the surfaces,” he said. 
“The pre-wetting prevents snow 
and ice from adhering to roads, 
which means we use less salt. The 
plan saved about $70,000 last year.” 

The city shares brine mixers 
with the City of Wayne, which also 
saves money. 

The same number of trucks and 
employees will hit the streets this 
year as last, said Wilson, but offi- 
cials have made no secret of the 
fact they are hoping for an inactive 
winter. 

“Everyone is concerned about 
budgets,” he said. “It would be kind 
of hard, if the snow begins at night 
or very early in the morning, to 
have everything plowed before 
people get up to go to work,” Wilson 
said. “But I would put my people 
up to anyone’s else’s in terms of 
making that happen.” 

— Staff Writer Meghan Chatham 
contributed to thas report. 


Angel’ will return to Belleville 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Angel of Hope ceremony 
will return next week to honor lost 
loved ones in time for the holidays. 

The candlelight observance will 
take place at 7 p.m. on Dec. 6 at the 
Hillside Cemetery on Denton Road 
in Belleville. The service is dedi- 
cated in honor the memory of the 
beloved and greatly missed 
deceased, according to Mary 
Martinez, grief management coor- 
dinator for the David C Brown 
Funeral Home and Brown Family 
Center, sponsors of the event. 

“It’s important for us to do each 
year for those people who have lost 
children,” said Kathie Steigerwald, 
pre-need consultant at the funeral 
home and center, along with co- 
organizer of the event. 


«=» The Angel of Hope was brought 
~=to Belleville by Martha Brown. She 


generated the funds to do so in 
2002 and has since hosted the cere- 
mony to help people grieve and 
heal, according to Steigerwald. 
The Angel of Hope is also 
known as the Christmas Box Angel 





Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A 63-year-old Inkster woman 
will face murder charges stem- 
ming from an arson at the home of 
her ex-boyfriend which claimed 
the life of his new girlfriend. 

The fire, at 28000 block of 
Rosewood Street, claimed the life 
of homeowner Larry Lee’s 52-year- 
old girlfriend, Denise Robinson, 
who was overcome by smoke in 
the upstairs bedroom, according to 
reports. 

Zilpah Ann Warmack was 
charged with one count of felony 
murder, one count of assault with 
intent to murder, and an addition- 
al count of arson Wednesday at the 
22nd District Court in Inkster. 

The felony murder charge car- 
ries a mandatory life sentence 
behind bars, the assault charge 
carries a penalty of any number of 
years in prison up to life, and 
arson is punishable by 20 years in 
prison. 

Judge Sylvia A. James ordered 
Warmack held at the Wayne 
County Jail in lieu of $500,000 
bond, and ordered Warmack to 
stay away from Lee, the homeown- 


Election 
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said. “When you look at other 
cities, they have laid people off, 
there have been reductions in 
services .... none of that has hap- 
pened here. 

“I think voters recognize that, 
and will come out for me on 
Election Day,’ Lambert said. 

Crout is a retired autoworker 
His wife, Sandra, is currently a 
member of the Romulus School 
Board. 

Crout has been an outspoken 
opponent of some initiatives the 


Statue, which was first introduced 
in the book The Christmas Box by 
Richard Paul Evans. In the book, a 
woman mourns the loss of her 
child at the base of an angel monu- 
ment. A new angel statue was com- 
missioned by Evans. Now, all 4 foot, 
3-inch tall Angel of Hope monu- 
ments throughout the country host 
a candlelight healing ceremony 
each year on this day, which is cele- 
brated as ‘Children’s Day’ in many 
parts of the world, according to 
organizers. 

At the ceremony, names of chil- 
dren will be read, along with a 
prayer from Pastor Jim Walker of 
the First United Methodist Church. 
Candles, flowers and hot chocolate 
will be provided during the dedica- 
tion. 

Those who would like to have a 
child’s name read out loud during 
the ceremony can call the funeral 
home. 

The Brown Funeral Home and 
Family Center will also host the 
fourth annual Belleville Tree of 
Remembrance ceremony on Dec. 
1. The open house will start with 
refreshments at 6:30 p.m. and a 


er She also entered a plea of not 
guilty on Warmack’s behalf. 

The incident that led to the 
charges against Warmack 
occurred in the early morning 
hours of Monday, Nov. 17. 
Residents who live in the vicinity 
of the home at 28227 Rosewood 
called 911 to report flames were 
spouting from the home at about 
5:30 a.m., according to fire reports. 

When firefighters and police 
arrived on the scene, Lee reported 
that Robinson was still inside the 
home, and that he was unable to 
get her out. Robinson died at the 
scene. 

An arson investigation was 
opened, and it was determined 
that gasoline was poured on the 
front porch, where the fire burned 
hottest. 

A police investigation deter- 
mined, through witness statements 
and other evidence, that Warmack 
allegedly was responsible for start- 
ing the fire. Warmack was taken 
into custody hours after the fire. 

On the day of the fire, shocked 
residents were in disbelief about 
Robinson's fate, and the crime of 
which Warmack stands accused. 

“I can’t believe anything like 


city has put into place that were 
supported by Lambert, including 
making changes to the city pen- 
sion system that placed restric- 
tions on pension withdrawals, 
and raises for top city officials. — 

Romulus has seen a few disap- 
pointing decisions by outside offi- 
clals made that have affected the 
city — like the failure of a bill that 
would have paved the way for an 
Indian casino to open on non- 
reservation grounds — but he said 
the current administration isn’t 
working hard enough to seek 
other projects. 

“When you think about it, we 
could have looked at IKEA, 
which opened in Canton 


memorial service will follow at 7 
p.m. outside the center to include 
an opening prayer by Pastor Bob 
White of the Grace Baptist Church. 

“It’s to show the community we 
support them and if we can help 
them in any way,’ said Steigerwald. 
“The holidays are a hard time of 
year.” 

Harvey and Elaine Stabnaw of 
Belleville will donate the tree in 
honor of their niece, Alex, who 
died from cancer in 1998. 

“We're going to put a bulb on the 
tree in her (Alex’) name,” said 
Elaine Stabnaw. “This year we 
thought we would give the tree out- 
side our home entranceway to the 
funeral home.” 

People can also bring a weather- 
proof ornament to place on the tree 
during the ceremony in honor of a 
loved.one. Those who are unable to 
attend the service and would like 
an ornament on the tree can place 
one there any time after Dec. 1. 

For more information about 
either event, contact Martinez or 
Steigerwald at (734) 697-5090. The 
center also has free grief support 
care available throughout the year. 


Woman charged in fire, death 


this would happen in our neigh- 
borhood — everyone was family 
here,” said Kristina Hamilton, 20, 
who lived in the community for 
several years. 

Hamilton, who said she had 
dated the victim’s son, said 
Robinson had told her she felt the 
suspect was stalking her. 

‘T received a text message that 
she had been murdered, and [’'m 
shocked. She was such a nice 
woman — and she said she was 
going to file a police report (about 
the stalking).” 

Robinson was employed in the 
healthcare field, and lived in a 
home near Lee’s, neighbors said. 

Warmack’s relatives also made 
statements to the media Nov. 17. 

“It’s easy for people to assign 
blame,” said Troy Garrison, 44. 
“She hasn’t gone out with him for 
two years, and she’s innocent.” 

Lee received minor injuries 
during the fire, and was taken to 
an area hospital for treatment, 
according to incident reports. 

Warmack will return to the 
22nd District Court Dec 3 for a pre- 
trial examination to determine if 
there is enough evidence to send 
her to trial. 


Township, and I don’t even think 
we went after that here.” 

There is a catch for Crout, 
however If he chooses to seek the 
mayor’s slot, he cannot run for his 
council seat. All members of the 
council, the mayor and the clerk 
and treasurer terms expire next 
year 

Crout said that’s something he 
will weigh during the next several 
weeks before announcing a final 
decision. 

‘“T am thinking about a lot of 
things right now,” he said. 

So far, no incumbents or chal- 
lengers have indicated whether 
they will or will not seek terms on 
the council. 
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Neighborhood can be thankful for good news 


Officials in the City of Westland are taking the right 
approach to community improvement. 

City council members recently allocated the use of more 
than $2 million to spruce up the Norwayne neighborhood, a 
collection of 65-year-old houses in the southern portion of the 
city. 

The funds—which come from the federal government— 
are part of the nationwide Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP), which is designed to make an impact on 
neighborhoods impacted by foreclosed and abandoned prop- 
erties. The money will be used to demolish and reconstruct 
some houses, renovate others and perhaps even provide 
pocket parks on lots that no longer meet current building cri- 
teria. 

This recognizes something that can be forgotten in munici- 
palities: sometimes to raise the ceiling you have to bring up 
the floor. 
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City council members recently allocated 
the use of more than $2 million to spruce 
up the Norwayne neighborhood, 

a collection of 65-year-old houses 
in the southern portion of the city. 





Work has already taken place to help improve the neigh- 
borhood. Earlier this month dozens of volunteers pitched in 
during the second annual Community Clean Up, in which 115 
tons of debris were hauled away with six garbage trucks and 
30 dumpsters. Jefferson-Barns and Lincoln elementary 
schools recently received major upgrades, too, courtesy of 


the Wayne-Westland Community School District use of sink- 
ing fund millage. 

It might seem like a no-brainer to spend this money in this 
neighborhood, and it is. It doesn’t mean that the council and 
administration shouldn’t be congratulated on taking advan- 
tage of the program and using it to build on previous 
improvement efforts. The money will help the city inject 
some community pride in an area that has long lacked it. 
That sense of community pride might help reduce other 
issues that tend to come hand-in-hand with low income areas 
and ultimately mean that the city will have to spend less 
money on policing there, so that they can better allocate 
resources. There’s also a good chance that this will help 
cause a domino effect, and encourage people to take more 
pride in their community in general. 

At a time when there is so little to be encouraged about, 
this is good news indeed. 
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THEY REALLY TAKE THIS 


{( CATH OF OFFICE 


\ STUFF SERIOUSLY, DON'T THey ¢ 


Neo ee 


Those who cared to watch the 
Nov. 19 Financial Services 
Committee hearing on the plight of 
the auto industry were treated to 
quite a show. 

Truly, nobody can grandstand 
like a congressman under the 
national spotlight They proved that 
last week, grilling the executives of 
the Big 3 automakers—treating 
them like beggars, if not outright 
criminals—for having the audacity 
to ask for a loan that would, in turn, 
help them keep jobs alive for mil- 
lions of Americans. 

This was a show all right, 
because it has to happen and every- 
one on both sides of the table knows 
it. 

It was also bad public relations 
all around. 

Sure, the executives made a bad 
choice when they flew their private 
jets in to ask for this bridge loan. It’s 
no worse than what members of the 
banking industry did when they 
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The show's over - ow get it done 





They were ee for the hearing 
and they had a lot of nerve, 
/ think, in chastising the auto executives 
for not seeing this crisis coming. 





asked for their flat out bailout. I 
would look at that suspiciously, too. 
I would, in fact, look at it the same 
way I would look at a request from 
some fat cat congressman asking lit- 
tle old me for a campaign contribu- 
tion. 

If the auto executives looked bad 
with that little maneuver, our 
national leaders didn’t look much 
better They were ill-prepared for 
the hearing and they had a lot of 
nerve, I think, in chastising the auto 
executives for not seeing this crisis 
coming. 

Well, didn’t they? The federal 
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government has been taking 
requests for bailouts from just 
about every other sector of society. 
They’ve been sending billions to 
help ‘fix’ other countries. They can’t 
authorize a loan to help save ours? 

I agree that it’s important to see 
a plan for the money. That’s part of 
showing a fiduciary responsibility 
to taxpayers. Other the other rheto- 
ric could have been curtailed, even 
though it would have made for less 
compelling television. A simple: We 
realize youre in crisis, but we need 
a plan would probably have been 
sufficient. 


Let’s have 


Everyone here at the newspa- 
pers has been thinking hard about 
the situation with Detroit’s three 
automakers, and if anyone else has- 
n't, they should be. 

Most of us who feel inextricably 
tied to the automakers (that should 
be all of us who work in Southeast 
Michigan) are focusing on fault: 
Whether the management was 
greedy, whether the union screwed 
up, and whether drivers are at fault 
for choosing to buy vehicles from 
foreign manufacturers. 

But what struck me most was the 
unique style of class warfare the 
automakers’ predicament has 
brought out, and that it was so 
apparent on Capitol Hill, where the 
automakers and a delegation of 
Michigan lawmakers made their 
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I’m remind- 
ed of a couple of 
quotes from offi- 
cials since this issue took the center 
stage last week. Wayne Mayor Al 
Haidous—whose city is dependent 
on the fortunes of Ford Motor Co.— 
traveled to the capital to testify 
about that very fact. 

“It’s not just about the City of 
Wayne,” he said when he returned. 
“It’s about America.” 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter 
characterized the response the auto 
execs received—compared to their 
banking counterparts—as pitting 
Wall Street against Main Street. I 
agree with that; it doesn’t make 
much sense to bail out the banks if 
there’s nobody left to put any 
money into them. 

Hopefully our leaders have had 
their fun now. This is something 
that needs to happen. It’s a problem 
that can only be solved by action, 
not rhetoric. 


by PAICAHE 





a little respect 


case for a bailout two weeks ago. 

I had a chance to catch part of 
the hearing on C-SPAN, the truest 
form of journalism, after they actu- 
ally occurred. Many questions were 
leveled mostly at United Auto 


Workers President Ron 
Gettlefinger about concessions, and 
about compensation. 


To be fair, the CEOs of General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler also 
faced tough questions; mostly about 
the fact that they flew to 
Washington DC on private jets. 

The tone of the questions lev- 
eled at Gettlefinger is what struck 
me; it was as if to say, why are blue- 
collar autoworkers compensated in 
the way they are for what they pro- 
duce? Why are they worth it? 

Why these questions were 








Project 
back on 
track 


After the defeat of the bond 
issue that would have funded the 
reconstruction of Main Street, 
members of the downtown 
Belleville business community 
said they would work with the city 
to make the project happen. 

So far, so good. 

The Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) 
board, the city council members— 
along with residents and business 
owners—are working together, 
now, to try to get the project off the 
board next year 

Good. 

Input from all these groups will 
be needed to make this project suc- 
cessful and with as little interrup- 





tion.as possible for the business 


community. 

Aspects of the program they are 
looking at this time around include 
the timetable—to try to get it done 
as quickly as possible, in order to 
help the businesses and insure the 
Strawberry Festival can take place 
on Main Street where it belongs. 
They also will look at making sure 
the project will last and how to 
bring shoppers downtown during 
the time of lane closures and dust 
clouds. 

Cost, too, will be a factor and in 
that the timetable may work 
against them. The group is working 
now in order to get a recommenda- 
tion to the DDA in December. A 
community forum will be sched- 
uled for the early portion of 2009— 
the sooner, the better, we hope. 

That’s because the longer this 
process goes on, the more expen- 
sive it will be. Nothing is getting 
any cheaper nowadays, despite the 
soft economy. As the year goes on, 
it will become more difficult to 
obtain competitive bids, too, since 
most companies like to plan their 
large projects earlier, rather than 
later. 

Still, it is good to see so many 
different segments of the commu- 
nity getting together to push this 
project forward. That will only 
help it win approval from resi- 
dents, business owners, city offi- 
cials and potential customers. 

This project is too important, 
and too needed, to put off any 
longer. 





framed this way 
resonated with 
many people. 

For a long 
time now, those of us who work with 
out heads have looked down — and 
wrongly so — on those who work 
with their hands. In the blogsphere, 
the same point is made over and 
over: Why didn’t they go to college 
and get an education? 

The answer is that those things 
often aren't in the cards for all of us. 
Many people are in a situation 
where they can’t pay for an educa- 
tion; they have to hit the workforce 
right after high school. 

As a reporter, ve met young 
people facing odds that are nearly 
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insurmountable: they are from bro- 
ken homes, their parents aren't 
working, they are abused or neg- 


to help the family. Go to any alterna- 
tive high school program, you will 
hear all of these stories, and more. 
These folks used to be accepted 
into jobs as adults where they could 
make a living, learn a skill on the 
job, and gain security. Now, we don't 
really think about them, or worse, 


Once I knew I wanted to work as 
a reporter, I knew an education was 
required. I went back to school, 
mostly part-time. During this peri- 
od, I worked full-time. To say it was 
a difficult balancing act would be 
an understatement. Most of my co- 
workers experienced their educa- 


Manual work is still an impor- 
tant part of the economy. Those who 
engage in this work need to be com- 
pensated. I went to college because 
I was able. I’m paid mostly for what 
I learned versus what I can physi- 
cally handle — but this doesn’t make 


me better than anyone else. The 


l\try to live on $14 an hour because 
he took a different path. 

This is something many us can't 
relate to. But we need to start. 

The economy is bad enough 
already here in the rust belt. If we 
lose any more jobs — even if we feel 
those jobs aren't of value — the pain 








lected, or they have to earn money we think less of them. tion in the same way. manual laborer shouldn’t have to — will eventually trickle up. 
a Funeral Home, Westland. WAYNE | WAYNE, MI ADULT CARRIER 
eS Please visit OUT ea Near Wayne Road Quiet 1 Bedrm, A Me , | 
and post a note of condo- Quiet and clean 1 BR | Well maintained SL KU | ROUTES 
| lence at Heat and water inc. | Heat/water/A/C inc. | 
: | Ideal for singles No pets Inkster | 
k, Margaret June, | www.uhtfuneralhome.com AAA Willow Acres ‘ | 
Noeanbes 16 ue age 85 | | Motel, low daily and and retirees. Great for singles Newly decorated 3 ARE NOW 
| No Pets & retirees bedroom, appliances 
Wayne. Beloved wife of weekly rates. 1 8PP ; 
CaaS Refrigerator, microwave, $450 moves you in $490/month included. $700/month AVAILABLE IN: 


the late James. Dear mother 





ith approved credit Call a manager @ lus security deposit 

of Pamela (Richard) Conley: 30. Help Wanted Cable TV. wi p posit. | 

Sister of tack Na and the Call 734-721-1220 | Sec. 8 welcome 734-729-2108 or section 8 accepted. Belleville, Inkster, 
Tel-96 Inn | 313-247-2075 734-718-9521 Call #734-641-2009 


late Barbara Begeman and 
Beverly Willman. Master of 
“Little Bit”. Cremation rites 
have been accorded. Please 
visit and post a note of 


or owner @ 
734-718-3562 


NOW HIRING: companies 
desperately need employees 
to assemble products at 
home. No selling, any hours. 


313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 
Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 


Northville, Plymouth, 
WAYNE | 


4045 Columbus 
1 Bedroom apt 





m 
Call 734-467-1900 Romulus, Wayne and 








105. Mobile Homes 
for Sale 


t www.uhttfu- $500 weekly potential, Info. 734-427-1300 $500/Month | 
Go aseea pea 1-985-646-1700 DEPT.MI- Tenant pays Gas/Elec. to place your Westland 
7180 NO DEPOSIT! Preacher’s Paradise 








classified ad. 





Call: 734-522-1512 


‘LUNA TECH 


BYXSlelacye 


Huge 2-Family w/ att. 
hall ,6 Bedrooms, 3,000 | 
total sq.ft., double lot. 
Needs total updating. Huge 
basement, property has 
potential! | 
24 Myrtle, Rive Rouge, 
$18,000 Cash. Call Colin @ 
#313-529-1453. 


88. Duplexes 
| For Rent 


| NEW LOWER RENTS! 
| Winter Utility Allowance! 
WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 
clean, renovated 2 &3 BR 
duplexes. Section 8 wel- 
come 
City Inspected 
Lead Paint safe. 
Some pets permitted. Flex- 
ible move-in cost. 
No application fee 
Most credit accepted 





Callegari, Charlie 


| 
November22,2008 of Wayne. | The Journal 

| 

| 





60. Misc. Sales 


BUILDING FOR SALE 
Great Location for New 
Business, Stand alone, 
Approx.1400 sq.ft., 
4427 Inkster, Inkster 
#313-969-1818 / 
flipdetroit.com 


Beloved husband of Martha. 
Loving father of: Kathryn 
Lamontagne (Philip), Robert 
(Wanda Roussell) 
and Theresa 
(John Reed). | 
Brother of Louie 
(Gertrude). Grandfather of 
Kaitlin, Colin, Coleman, Ava 
and Ethan. Uncle of Ronald, 
Michael and Larry. Memorial 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Newspapers 


Call 734-467-1900 


today! 


services ere held at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Wayne. 


V pes 3 vm eme CURED be) SNE RR eo pe BOWER bo gam harem oh & Dorcem assert SNe 28 ASG SOB DSS Mee geet ods 





Arrangements Professional local full-time See ee ee meee eaeniomaemala meat eCERNE NE 
through the Harry management and service. 
J. Will Funeral Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 


Home in Wayne. NEW QUEEN Norplex Associates 
In lieu of flowers memorials ORTHOPEDIC 734-722-6444 
may be made to the DAV. PILLOWTOP EHO 
Harry J. Will Funeral Home, Mattress & Box Set 
34567 Michigan Ave., $150 
Wayne, MI, w/warranty | Norwayne 
#734-721-5600. New in Plastic 2 Bedroom, Newly 
Can Deliver Decorated, 
734-326-2744 fenced yard with a deck & 
June, Ardith M. storage building in back, 
November 20, immediate occupancy. 
.2008 age 82 of Westland, SOFA & LOVESEAT SET ~~" $550/mon., g 
“Beloved wife of the late NEW in plastic & crate. 31857 Bay‘ Court, 
William, dear Full Warranty #517-547-4764 or #734- 
mother of Roger $450 771-4794. 


(Cheryl), Mark, 
Terry (James) 
Boguslawski and 
Annette (Joe) 


NEW 5 Pc. Cherry 
Bedroom Suite 
All brand NEW in boxes 


INSTANT Caso” 
~-ADVANCE~ 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 





Bennett. Loving $395 
grandmother of Sharna (Jay) | OAKLAND MANOR “w-( PAYDAY LOANS 
Woodring, Kristi (Mike) Must Sell APARTMENTS 
Tedesco, Can Deliver NOVEMBER SPECIAL Welloan Oi sor ase 
William Kendall, R. Adam (734) 637-2012 till December 1st., Pron nex est Galen (atm sca a 
Davidson, Large One Bedrooms, 


Denys Kendall and 
Sarahlin (Andrew) Smith 
and great 


$200 KING PILLOWTOP 





3-piece Mattress & Split-box 


| 
| 
| 


Starting at $495/mo., 
No Sec.Dep.(per credit 


report),No Application 


54 Beanch Offices 
Find One Online or 


(800) 829-8119 








grandmother of | Set Fee,Some restrictions ae a saeulniilan’ 
Jenna Parrot and | NEW in Bag apply. $%, eS a 
Alexis and Malachi : oan ta : Call #313-920- moe 
Davidson. Sister RUSS 5966(24hrs.),or = arin ~ 34. Specialized Services 7 
of Bonnie Brady, Peggy #734-444-5185, ag fae CONTAC ; Ar a P 
Ludwig, Jim | #734-444-521 9 iF sie Rese Seer I gan : me 
Damell, the late Crystal |  \ Call 734-467-1900 lunatechsd@gmalil.com BRATCHER ELECTRIC 
Evans tt COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Need extra help? 
Advertise in our classified 
help wanted section. Call 

734-467-1900. TODAY! 


to place your 
and Cloris Johnson. 


Services were 
held Saturday at the 
Uht Funeral Home, 
Westland. Please visit 
and post 
a note of condolence at 
www.uhtfh.com 


(1D4) 2BOs= 


Remodeling « Service ¢ City Repairs 


“= 734-722-0037 ¢) 


35728 Van Born * Wayne 


Yuneran a 


DIRECTORY 
Harry J. Will 


Classified ad. 


i & is 
S38 > P oi 





once. SOFTENING oy 


Losing a Loved One to Drugs or Alcohol? | 


We have the answer! 
* Unique and Effective Approach to Recovery 
* 28-10 43-day Intensive Residential Program 
* Scenic Private Lake Setting 
* Choose from 3 Program Enhancements: 

Cognitive/ Holistic ~ Self-Help — Faith-Based 
Body -~ Mind » Spirit 
* Low-Cost/Financing Available 








Overton, Beatrice, 


Place your 2x2 display ad and 
November 
| 
| 
| 


reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
classified ad and reach over 4 






MICHIGAN FRESS ASSOCUTION 
Michigan Press Association 
827 N. Washington Ave, 
Lansing, Ml 48906-5199 


14, 2008 age 79 of Wayne. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Raleigh, dear mother of 


Brenda eo million readers for just $299! Start Livine Life Acai Funeral Homes 
(Don) Mitcheltree, Linda mene? se ie : Contact this newspaper or ies aneie eale 34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 
"(Robert vaio Bobbie and Roselie at cal A Forever Recovery | (734) 721-5600 
Manning and Glenda (Dan) bobbie@michiganpress.org Michigan Press Association. 1-800-380-6812 wivw.stopyouraddictioncom jj Tom Lynch * Manager Also in Livonia 
Bierman. : SOR ile de enabencaineceserterpericch cameos emma amines veussinterieritashidadniahnames ionnbabeas noneienssanabieie dt Jim Henley ¢ Director & Redford 
Grandmother of 12. Also , — | 
Mies SAVE 50% ON YOUR HEATING BILL THIS WINTER! | UHT FUNERAL HOME 


Buried in 


by sisters Beverly Kitts and 
Peggy Tunesi. Services were | 










One Time Only Factory Direct Sale SAVE $100’s Harold Rediske Jr., Director 














, o 
held AS SEEN AND HEARD ON POPULAR TY AND RADIO PROGRAMS C red rhe C ra ra De bt? Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
at First United Methodi ; [Heater Quartz Infrared Portable Heater , . = 35400 Glenwood Road 
Ss Ite etnoadist * Safely and efficiently heats wall to wall, for Pennies a day! Over $10,000 in credit card bills? Westland, Mi 48186 ¢ (734) 721-8555 
Church + Puts money in your packet every month Only making the minimum payments? ; 
of Wayne with Pastor Greg + Heats up t0 1500 Sq, Ft for $1/Day ang www.uhtfuneralhome.com 
are = Lifeimne Air Filter EG » We can get you out of debt in months instead of years i SERVICE « FAX 278-7314 
officiating. Burial was at = aan ata » We can save you thousands of dollars ao S er 
* Safe for kids and pets 
PaTeN ee > We can help you avold bankruptcy The Penn Funeral Home 
Memorial i * Heats multiple roo 22 . : 
mea In | | + i 515004 a se ping vt | _ Nota high-priced consolidation loan or ane of those consumer credit counseling programs “The Runstal Home) You Gan Bolleve In” 
Family received friends at | ONLY $279 and FREE Shipping wie supplies last) iHe CALL CREDIT Carp aa 3015 S Inkster Rd 
the Uht | oa» nq for your FREE consultation 866-479-5353 


Call Now fo order 1-800-469-0456 www. BestPricoHsateccom 


313-278-6300 Inkster, MI 48141 


Lee TIAL eM iii Msy elec] 











| | Counselin | ; 


A-1 Auto Motivational 


Call 


3 Roofing a : 








Salvage & Scrap | Empowerment | TWO 2 MEN AND A TRUCK. Roofing & Repairs 134-467-1900 
uy Scra 

& jdak Cam oe Paras venter Boiss Special on Shingles 

Ferrous & Non-Ferrous sue: Packaging Supplies g to place YOUr 










Cert. State Truck Scale ¢ Substance Abuse Treatment pa ee ‘ a pecan 
Pick-up or Drop-off Substance Abuse Classes ; | 22 neee Loy FREE . 
A oy / =: your Hom 
2574 State «Mental Health Treatment mencas #1 handyman co ((p Business Move ESTIMATES Bus! NESS 
Ypsilanti, MI _ *DLAD Assessment Small to medium Ww Free Estimates . 
(734) 483-0901 | °Anger Management size projects Sy ree eite Call and Service 
* Domestic Violence and "Honey do items" 734-722-6683 


734-326-2835 


www.twomen.com 


734-451-9888 
| 
| 
On WOW cable channel 14 
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ROMULUS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
11121 Wayne Road 
Romulus, MI 48174 

1 (734) 942-7589 





Ford Field bound 


Inkster holds off Lasher in semi final 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The road to get to Ford Field for the 
MHSAA state football championships is a long 
and winding one where many teams lose their 
way while others seem to have a GPS unit with 
the Detroit address permanently imbedded in 
its memory bank. 

The Inkster Vikings fall somewhere in 
between. The team doesn't have the long lega- 
cy of returning to the big stage year after year, 
but they are no strangers either. 

The Vikings will return to Ford Field for the 
second time in three years after they defeated 
Bloomfield Hills Lahser in a hard-fought, 36- 
20, Division 3 semifinal at 
Birmingham Seaholm High 





7 


show how good of a player he is." 

Inkster racked up a 20-7 half-time lead 
before the Knights came back to knot things 
up at 20 early in the fourth quarter. 

Junior quarterback Devin Gardner con- 
nected with junior receiver Jonathan Taylor 
for 25 yard score. Gordon carried in the two- 
point conversion for an 8-0 lead with 2:02 
remaining in the first quarter 

Gardner connected with Gordon for 52 
yard score with 3:57 left in the half for a 20-0 
advantage. 

Then the Knights mounted their comeback 
that started with senior running back Tevin 
Gibson's seven-yard score with 1:44 left in the 
first half The momentum carried over in the 
third when Gibson pound- 
ed one in from two yards 





School on Saturday. out to make it a 20-13 game. 
'I'm shocked right now," _ And senior quarterback 
said Cameron Gordon, a I knew we needed a big. Drew Jackson's 23-yard bul- 
senior wide receiver and 7 e let to senior receiver Mike 
linebacker. "Ive never been play-either offensively Hafeli evened the score at 
here before. But this is why . ce 20. 
Tm a football player-to win. I or defensively. | Gardner settled things 
want to be a winner" eS down when he fired a 24 
Gordon and the rest of Cameron Gordon yard shot to Taylor fora 


the crew will have their 
chance to be the big win- 
ners when they face off 
against East Grand Rapids 
for the State Championship 
at Ford Field in Detroit at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday. 

So far this season no job has been too tough 
for the Vikings. Inkster proved they could han- 
dle adversity on Saturday, when they overcame 
six turnovers to beat the Knights. They nabbed 
their fair share of Knights turnovers, too. 
Gordon made a leaping interception with 1:18 
left in the game to secure the victory. 

'T knew we needed a big play-either offen- 
sively or defensively. I told myself that I needed 
to come up with a big play and I did," he said. 

Senior safety Jose McNeal grabbed an inter- 
ception with five seconds left in the game, but 
no one shined brighter*on defense than senior 
defensive back Damond Smith. He captured 
two interceptions and returned one of them 95 
yards for a score with 4:27 left in the first half 
to make ita 140 lead. 

"On the first one I just made a good read 
and jumped it," Smith said of the first-quarter 
turnover. "On the second one we were in zone 
and saw it tipped up and broke on the ball and 
took back like 70 yards. I feel awesome. 

"This is it," he added. "Everybody wants to 
play this time of the year and we made it. And 
were going to be successful. I feel awesome." 

Smith nabbed a third one and returned it 
for a score in the fourth but a controversial 
pass interference play called it back He also 
broke up three other pass plays and recovered 
a punt that bounced off a Lahser return man 
with 9:15 left in the fourth. 

"Damond made some great plays," said 
Inkster Coach Greg Carter. "He's a big-time 
corner-a great cover guy. He's getting better 
and better and more comfortable. The further 
we get into the tournament the more teams 
are challenging him and getting a chance to 


AE 
; 


Shutout shootout 


The PCS Penguins knocked off Regina, 8-0, last in their home opener on Tuesday at the Arctic Edge in 
Canton Township. Sophomore forward Amanda Heisler scored four goals for the Penguins. Senior 
Chelsea Osburn scored a goal and added an assist while freshman Ellexus Montoya, sophomore Sarah 
Coleman and senior Kelsey Nikkila all added single marks. Michelle Shaffer received her first shut out of 
the regular season and Emily Bullock played wing and defense instead of goalie for the game. "The team 
played pretty well," said Canton Coach Lori Callahan. "The team is working on playing their own posi- 
tions, which means they count on their teammates to do their own jobs. This will be important if we want 
to be competitive against the stronger teams." At left, Sarah Coleman (8) tries to get one by Regina goal- 
tender. At right Kelsey Nikkila (19) moves the puck against Regina defenders. Canton hosts Cranbrook 





score and connected with 
Gordon for the two-point 
conversion at 7:29 of the 
fourth to give the Vikings 
the lead back, 28-20. 
Gardner added an eight- 
yard sneak and Gordon caught the two-point 
pass to go up, 36-20. 

"We knew we had to fight," Gordon said. "We 
pulled together as a team. Now welll have to 
see how things go at Ford Field. I'm going to 
love it. I'm just going to go out there and enjoy 
it-it's my last year. I want to go to college as a 
winner." 

Gardner finished 5-of-15 for 121 yards pass- 
ing and the three scores on the cold and windy 
afternoon. He added 35 yards rushing and a 
scoreonlo5attempts. =. | 

"Once he settled down he made some big 
plays, Some great throws for us," Carter said. 
"He provided some leadership in the huddle 
when we had some shaky times. That's all we 
ask our quarterback to do to make sure every- 
one is a calm and that they make the plays 
when theyre there." 

Senior Alan Freeman rushed for 88 yards 
on eight carries. Senior linebacker Darnell 
Morris led the defense with 11 tackles and a 
recovered fumble. 

Carter wasn't pleased with the turnovers 
and costly penalties, but said he was happy to 
see his team respond to the adversity. 

‘Tm happy how they handled it especially 
after the team fought back after a big lead and 
tied the score up," Carter added. "They 
showed a lot of poise in hanging in there and 
getting another lead. We knew we could get 
some things done offensively. We knew sooner 
or later we were going to pop some things and 
we're real happy with the outcome." 

Kick off is scheduled for 7:30 pm on 
Saturday. 

'T'm excited," Carter said. "We'll all have big 
smiles if we win." 


| y " CUS | 





Kingswood at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 2 at the Arctic Edge. 





Inkster senior running back Kevin Brown leaps over defenders on Saturday during a 
Division 3 state semifinal against Bloomfield Hills Lahser at Birmingham Seaholm High 
School. Inkster won the bout, 36-20, and will play at Ford Field in Detroit for the State 
Championship at 7:30 pm on Saturday. 





Inkster's Donovan Lindsay (24) and Cameron Gordon (4) blast Lahser runner BJ Lavallis, 
dislodging the ball, during the state semifinal game on Saturday. 
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Lady Eagle hitter 


heads to Ferris State 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Brianna Grover just signed her 
National Letter of Intent to play volleyball 
at Ferris State University and was all 
smiles while doing so. 

The Romulus star is quiet and modest 
about her achievement off the court, but 
you would never guess it by watching her 
performance on it. There, she is a force to 
be reckoned with as she knocks down kills 
and bats down blocks for the Romulus 
Lady Eagles during the fall high school 
season and with her Michigan Elite team 
out of Warren in the offseason. 

All of the hard work and the decision to 
give up competitive dance have paid off 
with a scholarship to Ferris. 

“T’m excited because I’ve worked so 
hard to get here,” Grover said. “I just start- 
ed playing club only three years ago. I was 
at a disadvantage because most girls start 
playing (club) in seventh or eighth grade— 
I didn't start until ninth.” 

It’s a good thing Grover is a quick learn- 
er As a freshman, she said her Romulus 
High varsity coach Mike Hunter 
approached her about playing on a club 
team. 

With the Michigan elite squad, Grover 
was a teammate with the recently 
erowned Miss Volleyball, Olivia Kohler, 
and a runner-up Lindsey Dulude. 

“Club (volleyball) makes all the differ- 
ence,” said Monica Hamilton, Grover’s 

beaming mother. “There’s no comparison 
to the level of play at club compared to 
high school. Through club she plays with 
the best girls in the state and against the 
best girls in the state—that’s amazing.” 

Playing in a traveling club league 
offered Grover a chance to not only see a 
lot of the country but to be seen by a lot of 
the country’s college and university coach- 
es. She had plenty of offers from schools 
like Butler, Grand Valley State, Hampton, 
Howard, North Carolina AT but by the 
time some of the offers came in she was 
alkeddy: set on Ferris. — 5 


The decision was easier than one might 
think. 

She wanted good pharmacy program. 
That narrowed the field tremendously 
with just more than 90 universities in the 
country offering such a program. She nar- 
rowed that even further when she decided 
that she wanted to stay within 3-6 hours 
from home. That criterion left the 
University of Michigan, Wayne State and 
Ferris State. 

Ferris State offered and she jumped at 
the opportunity. 

“T liked the campus and wanted to stay 
close to home so that my parents could 
come to see my games—three hours isn’t 
that bad of a ride,” Grover said. “Plus I 
wanted to be able to come home whenever 
I felt like it. 

“It’s very important to me to have my 
parents there,’ she said. ‘““They have been 
with me since I started playing in seventh 
grade.” 

Grover admits that it was the club team 
that helped get her the scholarship but she 
doesn’t dismiss her high school experi- 
ences. 

“There were a lot of good memories as 
a senior like being a captain and helping 
to lead the team,” she said. “It was fun—I 
love the girls I played with. 

She hits, she digs, she jumps and she 
blocks and she does it all with the grace of 
a skilled dancer—probably because she is. 

She was a competitive dancer at Dance 
Connection in Canton Township for eight 
years. She had made Dance USA National 
Dance Team two years in a row and com- 
peted for a spot to dance in Barcelona, 
Spain on the international team. The 
schedule was too hectic come her junior 
year and she gave up dance for volleyball. 

Her mother thinks it was the right 
choice. Grover heads to Ferris on August 8. 

“T’m excited for her,’ Hamilton said. 
“She’s really worked hard. I never really 
knew her potential in seventh and eighth 
grade. But to watch her grow into the play- 
er she is today has been amazing. A parent 
cannot be more proud of a kid.” 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 21, 2008 


Romulus spiker Brianna Grover signed her letter of intent to play vo 
University next year. 


Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Clair, Trustee Hart and Trustee 
Jahr. Absent and excused: Trustee Rochowiak. Others in attendance: Planning and 
Economic Development Director Kelley, Public Safety Director Champagne, Parks and 
Recreation Director Ross, Planning and Economic Development Deputy Director Swallow, 
Senior Director Combs, Museum Director Wilson, IT Director Rankin, DPW Director 
Knepper, Captain Brooks, Captain Laurain, Lieutenant Brooks, Parks Manager Mulkey, 
Assessing Coordinator Stevenson, Executive Assistant Ireland, Senior Coordinator Jordan, 
Secretary Cline and an audience of thirty-seven (37). 


APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Payne moved, Clair seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended to add under New Business #5 “and the reappointment of Robert Cook”. Carried. 


PUBLIC HEARING: Hart moved, Budd seconded to open the public hearing to receive 
public comment and requests for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) pro- 
gramming for the fiscal year 2009-2010. Carried. 


Supervisor King opened the public hearing and went to Director Kelley for an explanation. 
Director Kelley stated this is the first of two public hearings regarding the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. The Township is seeking comments from the 
public for potential projects that would meet the CDBG funding guidelines. The estimated 
funding level for the 2009 — 2010 fiscal year is $135,000, the same as last year’s funding 
level. The four categories of allocations are as follows: 1) Public Services - used by Parks 
and Recreation Department and Senior Center Department. 2) Bricks and mortar. 3) 
Demolition. 4) Planning and administration. Director Kelley stated an additional item for 
an ADA compliant drop box has been added to the list. Director Ross announced Van 
Buren Township has received a national award for the CDBG funded, youth services 
‘Takin’ It To The Streets” program by the National Recreation and Parks Ethic Minority 
Society, Inc. There will be a second public hearing on December 2, 2008. Residents are 
encouraged to submit a written plan and description for possible projects to the Department 
of Developmental Services by 5:00 p.m. December 2, 2008. 


There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 
Jahr moved, Payne seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 


MINUTES: Clair moved, Budd seconded to approve the Work Study Session Minutes of 
October 20, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of October 21, 
2008 as presented. Carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE: Supervisor King acknowledged the following new Public Safety 
employees: police officer David Champagne and fire fighter Christopher Hull. 


Yard waste pick-up in Van Buren Township will end the week of November 24th through 
28th and will resume the first full week of April. 


A correspondence from Museum Director Wilson stating the recent Belleville Harvest Fest 
held at the Museum and Library was a success. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 


NEW BUSINESS: Hart moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-45 the new 
Identity Theft Prevention Policy in accordance with the FACT Act of 2003. Carried. 


Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the Farming Lease and to authorize the Supervisor 
and Clerk to execute the Lease. Carried. 


Jahr moved, Payne seconded to allow Trustee Clair to abstain from voting on New 


Business # “Consider approving the Fire Works Proposal by the Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce.” Carried. 


Payne moved, Budd seconded to approve the Fire Works Proposal by the Belleville Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Carried. 
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Grover (11) unleashes a hit against Belleville during district play. a ee ee 
Jahr moved, Clair seconded to approve the Treasurer’s request to extend without penalty 
the collection of the 2008 winter taxes through Saturday, February 28, 2009. Carried. 


Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the appointment of Walter Rochowiak and the 
reappointment of Robert Cook to the Water and Sewer Commission with terms to expire 
June 1, 2011. Carried. 


VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the November 18, 2008 vouch- 
er list as presented. Carried. 


REPORTS: None. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: Township Administrative Offices will be closed on Thursday, 
November 27th and Friday, November 28th for the Thanksgiving holiday. 


Trustee Clair announced the Belleville Community Band holiday concert will be held on 
December 19th at the Belleville First United Methodist Church. 


Director Ross announced the annual ‘Holiday Arts and Craft Show’ will be held on 
Saturday, December 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Van Buren Township Hall. For 
more information contact the Recreation Department at 699.8921. 


AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): Supervisor — elect White thanked Trustee Rochowiak, 
Trustee Clair, Clerk Payne and Supervisor King for their years of service on the Township 
Board with a special thank you to Supervisor King for transitional meetings that have taken 
place. Supervisor King recognized the Department Directors for their assistance in gather- 
ing pertinent information for a smooth transition and wished the new Board of Trustees 
members well. 


Joyce Rochowliak, on behalf of her husband, Trustee Rochowiak stated it was a privilege to 
serve on the Board of Trustees with Supervisor King. 


Lieutenant Brooks, POLC Command Union President, thanked the current Board of 
Trustees for their working relationship and to the new Board of Trustees is hopeful to con- 
tinue the same working relationship. 


Director Kelley announced he has tendered his resignation effective November 19, 2008 
and thanked the Board of Trustees. 


Trustee Clair thanked the residents for the opportunity to serve on the Board of Trustees 
and also thanked the Board of Trustees and township staff. 


Clerk Payne stated it has been a pleasure to serve on the Board of Trustees and Van Buren 
Township over the past 25 years. 


Supervisor King acknowledged all of the township employees for the great service they 
provide to the community and recognized the Department Directors. Supervisor King stat- 
ed to the current Board of Trustees it has been a privilege to work with them and wished 
the new Board of Trustees sincere luck. Lastly Supervisor King, thanked her staff 
Executive Assistant Ireland, Assessing Coordinator Stevenson, Confidential Secretary 
White, Assessing Clerk Veerkamp and temporary employee Greenhill and also her family. 


Trustee Hart stated to the Board of Trustees members leaving you will be missed. 


Trustee Jahr stated to the Board of Trustees members leaving it was truly an honor to serve 
with you all. 


Clerk Payne thanked Deputy Clerk Cline. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, Payne seconded to adjourn at 8:31 p.m. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Leon Wright 
Township Clerk 


Paul White 
Supervisor 


Publish: November 26, 2008 
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Young Lady Chiets ready for season 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


It’s not too often that a storied 
high school athletics program starts 
a season without a single senior on 
its varsity roster. 

That’s the situation that Canton 

-Coach Brian Samulski faces with his 
girls’ varsity basketball team this sea- 
son, He has five juniors, five sopho- 
mores and one freshman, but no— 
none, nil, zero, zip, zilch, nada—sen- 
10rs. 

Samulski said he hopes that the 
young team’s competitive nature will 
carry them through the season. 

“We are young,” he Said. “But 
they're very competitive and hard- 
working and hate to lose so we're 
just going to go out there and play 
and see what happens.” 

His most experienced players are 
sophomore forward Kayla Bridges 
and sophomore guard Melanie 
Pickert. Both played a full 21-game 
varsity season with Canton last sea- 
son. 

“It’s going to take some time 
because we are young,” Bridges said. 
“Right now we don’t have anyone 
that is a leader It’s a different expe- 
rience, not having any seniors. We 
don't have many leaders to look up to 
but I guess that’s going to be us. 


We’re going to have completely dif- 
ferent roles this year, but I think that 
we are ready for it.” 

Samulski brought up and entered 
junior guard Lindsey Winters and 
junior forward Alyssa Cottrell into 
the lineup for the last six games last 
year. 

The two juniors hope the team 
chemistry will help improve on their 
6-15 record from last year and put 
more points on the board—an area 
where Canton struggled last year. 

“We all work really well together 
and we have good chemistry,” 
Winters said. “We’re going’to be 
quicker this year and that will defi- 
nitely make a difference. We can get 
down the court to defend more effec- 
tively.” 

“We have to step it up—point 
blank,” added Bridges. 

Along with not having seniors the 


ChiefS won't have a lot of height on 


the team with Bridges and sopho- 
more twin forwards Sara and Kari 
Schmitt standing the tallest at 5-foot- 
10. 

“Our athleticism will make up for 
us not being tall,’ Cottrell said. “We 
are definitely going to be more 
ageressive—we want to win really 
bad.” 

Sophomore CarolAnn Sexauer 1s 
back in action for the 2008-09 cam- 


paign after missing last year with a 
knee injury. She has a nice shot and 
will help the team with some much 
needed scoring. 

“T’m looking forward to the expe- 
rience that I’m going to get this year 
that I didn’t last year,’ she said about 
her return. “I’m looking forward to 
just getting out there and playing as 
a team.” 

Without size on their hands the 
team strategy will get an overhaul. 
Instead of feeding the ball inside the 
Lady Chiefs will rely on athleticism 
and speed to get the job done now. 

“This group is very athletic and 
we're going to push the ball and get 
out there and run, which is a differ- 
ent look—style,’ Samulski said. ““We 
don't have a true back-to-the-basket 


player, which is okay. I’m excited 


about the new look.” 

Other juniors include guards 
Kelly Larimore, Yuki Krolicki and 
Ciara Williams. Robyn Mack, also a 
guard, is the lone freshman on the 
squad. 

“Things are looking pretty good 
right now,” Pickert said. “We're defi- 
nitely going to do a lot better than 
last year. We’re stepping up the 
intensity and getting ready for this 
year.” 

The experience might not be 
there but the high expectations that 
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Canton Coach Bran Samulski, center, hopes his young team's athleti- 
cism and speed can overcome the fact that they have no seniors on the 
team this season. As a sophomore, Kayla Bridges (left) is one of the few 


returning players with experience. 


are common with Canton basketball 
still remain.. — 

“We want a winning record and 
we want to win districts,’ Sexauer 
said. “We have the talent and the 


ability to, we just have to make sure 
that we can execute.”’ 

Canton opens the season at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 2 when the Lady 
Chiefs host Saline. 


All Region stars 


Region 18 chose its All Region roster 
recently and Journal Land players made 
a goods showing. While most area 
teams had two players selected to the 
Class A team, Salem and Canton had 
three. ‘The Lady Rocks Jansen 
Falcuson, Nicole Merget (above, 12) 
and Kelly MacDonald were selected and 
Canton added Jordan Kielty, Kacy 
‘Moran and Kristine Muir. John Glenn 
senior captains Brittany Holbrook (left) 
and Stacey Truskowski (right) were hon- 
ored along with Northville’s Shelby 
Temple and Kelly Maise. Brianna Beyer 
made it on from Plymouth. In Class D 
‘selections, Lutheran Westland ran the 
table with Rebecca Refenes, Katy 
~«Ramthun, Lauren Gieschen and -Abi- 
_Gieschen. Lutheran Westland Coach....}>~ 
Kevin Wade was named Coach of the | 
Year in Class D. 
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elping the world hear better 
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A 


~ BETTER TIME TO INVEST 


IN YOURSELF 


With these uncertain economic times BELTONE is offering 


e Advance DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY, with 6 Channels (for better prescription fit) 
e SPD, Speech Pattern Detection (to help you hear better in background noise) . 
e AFC, Anti Feedback Control (to reduce whistling) 


_ PLUS MANY MORE BELTONE BRAND ADVANCE FEATURES LIKE: 


Ty 





LIFETIME FREE CLEANING, CHECK-UPS & SCREENINGS, GUARANTEE 
BETTER HEARING & UNDERSTANDING or ALL YOUR MONEY BACK! 
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“HEAR NOW PAY LATER!” 
NO 
~ INTEREST 
UNTIL 
2010 


(W/approved credit) 
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13123 Eureka Road 
Southgate 


1/4 mile West of Fort Street 


734-282-7991 


Mon.-Fri. 9-5 ¢ Sat. 9-1 * Extended Wed. 9-7 


15301 Southfield 
Allen Park 


Between Allen & Dix, next to McDonald’s 


313-381-2130 


Mon.-Fri. 9-5 
*May have additional finance charge 





ny Size 


Open fittings 
starting at 
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889 Sumpter 
Belleville 


734-697-3363 


Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9-5 
Evening Testing by Appointment 
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